request, to assist them in their relationships with project programs and facilities providing
services. This includes assistance in pursuing legal, administrative, or other appropriate
remedies to ensure the protection of the rights of such individuals under the Rehabilitation
Act. The Independent Laving - Part A program makes grants to states to assist in providing
comprehensive services for independent living. These services are designed for individuals
whose disabilities are so severe that they do not presently have the potential for employment
but who nevertheless may benefit from vocational rehabilitation services which will enable
them to live and function independently.

The Office of Program Operations also oversees the implementation of the Randolph-
Sheppard Act and provides leadership and consultation for public and private agencies
serving persons who are blind and visually handicapped. Some of the functions relating to
the Randolph-Sheppard Act include: developing guidelines and regulations for Federal
departments and blind licensees to conduct vending facilities programs; working with state
agencies to increase the range and number of employment opportunities for blind persons;
providing technical consultation; and interpreting provisions of the Act for the convening
and operation of state and Federal arbitration panels.

The Office of Developmental Programs provides leadership in and manages RSA's
discretionary program development activities including support for training, rehabilitation
facilities, service projects and Independent Living - Part B initiatives. Discretionary grants
are awarded for projects of national significance and for projects meeting the unique needs
of special handicapped populations.

Service projects are funded to: demonstrate methods of expanding assistance to underserved
disability groups; develop new and innovative approaches to meeting the needs of severely
disabled clients; and provide special training and employment opportunities to severely
disabled individuals. Activities include: Projects with Industry; Special Projects for the
Severely Disabled; Migratory Workers Projects; Service Grants to Indian Tribes; Helen Keller
National Center for Deaf/Blind Youths and Adults; Supported Work; and Special Recreation,

The Independent Living Center program provides grants for the establishment and operation
of independent living centers, which offer an array of services to assist clients to function
independently. These grants are available to any designated state unit which administers
the state plan under Section 705 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Training Projects increase the number and improve the skills of personnel qualified to
provide vocational rehabilitation and independent living services to handicapped
individuals.

Information Services: Individual inquiries to RSA are handled by the Correspondence
Control Unit, (202) 732-1369.

Special Education Programs (SEP)

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS)

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Switzer Building

Room 3511-2313

Washington, DC  20202

(202) 732-1007

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.
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vices for non-vocal disabled persons. Information on specific aids available, software and
